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responsible ministers during the last and worst
part of the period- The Church seemed to be
compromised beyond repair by this associa-
tion, and this at a time when political and
religious issues were inextricably intertwined.
But not only had the Church supported a
policy, which, if it failed, must be as dis-
astrous to the biskops as to the king. It
had also continued to use to the utmost that
dubiously legal instrument, the High Com-
mission. Always in what he deemed the
interests of righteousness, but often with
masterful unwisdom. Laud had employed
it in ways most distasteful to the Puritan
mind. He could do so with a clear conscience,
for Divine right overruled for him consti-
tutional considerations ; but the objects at
which he aimed were as repugnant to the
Puritans as was his method to the men of the
Parliament. Nothing could have saved him
and the Church as he knew it, save success,
and he and his party failed. Yet even on
the brink of disaster he had foreseen no
danger and learned no prudence. A new code
of canons, amplifying and strengthening the
former, passed Convocation and received the
royal assent in 1640 ; it professed to bind a
laity which was on the brink of rebellion.
But the teaching of this school was as offen-